DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

of this ideal marriage showered on herself and her
children alone. " It has brought," she wrote later,
" such universal blessings on this country and Europe.
For what has not my beloved and perfect Albert
done ? Raised monarchy to the highest pinnacle of
respect and rendered it popular beyond what it ever was
in this country.5'1 The Hanoverian dynasty, she once
exclaimed, was finished. Henceforth the Royal
Family of England were the House of Victoria and
Albert. But this doting did not extend to her children ;
few women, indeed, if any, can fill the role of wife
and mother with equal intensity. She was very fond
of them, so said the admirable Lady Lyttelton, but
she was very strict with them. And mixed with their
dutiful love towards her, there was a very consider-
able awe. In earlier days3 she had been not only
Albert's wife but the Queen of England : now,
in his regard, before the radiant sun of her
personal devotion to him, the Queen of England
V#s rapidly evaporating and soon there would
'be nothing of her left. But to her children, these
two personalities of mother and Queen remained
throughout their lives co-existent and effective.
Mamma's wish must also be looked upon as the
Queen's will.

The early years of the young family, particularly
of the elder girls, was certainly extremely happy.
The Queen must often have contrasted them with the
memories of her own sad lonely childhood in Ken-
sington Palace with its divided camps and its uneasy
undercurrents. They adored their father and were

1 Ibid., I, iii, p. 335.